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MEETING POINT INTERNATIONAL (MPI) SCHOOL
ACTIVITY REPORT 2019

As the new academic year begiibe students are greatly excitkdowing that besides class room
activities, there are other events that take plate019 the students participatad activities such as

sports, music, dance, drama, Christmas caaggcultural activities and many othefss we continue to

work with the Luigi schools, we still have the dediveeducate a child as a whopltducating thie heart

thus discovering who they ar€his explains the different activities done by the schools to achieve this.

We have also realized that activities and games are highly formative, educational, create a continuous
awareness and are generating seriowsitesur students visible in our schools and home environments.

We were informed by Luigi Giussani Ppeimary and primary schodLGPPS)thatthey considerthese
activitiesf ul 'y part of the education path orfallthche schc
students to express themselves in a way that is not strictly the academic performance, but instead they can
show real talents and soft skills which, according to the visighedchool, are equally important as the

scholastic skills.

Flgure 1 A photohowm@ne ot the Chl|d enjoylng some of the sports actlvmes at LGPPS
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At LU|g| Glussanl High SchodLGHS), they hadquite a number of activitieghey werenotable to have

sports day because the field was under soenevations However, the students have sports activities
after classes in the evening. They play games like footizdketballchesqFigure 2 and netball.

Flgure 2: A photo showing the LGHS students during the chess lessons and completlons

The Music, dance ahdrama(MDD) is a big event that the students really enfoye of the students
called Luigi GiussaniNAM-0252 mentionedthat iithe time table for the MDDvas put on the notice
board three weeks prior tahe D-day which hikd up the adrenaline in studentsecause of the
excitement. The teachersdi® workaroundtheir time table to accommodate preparations for the main
day of thecompetitiors.0 Not only do the studentnjoybut the teachers as wellhe theme for the MDD

was Who Am P6Reaching this question is not something automatic to any person, but it is the only way

of helping both the teachers and students tdegp intathereour lives tofind out what is happening to
them As usual, the MDD competition was vetigugh amongst #h different houses i.e. St. Theresa, St.

Agnes, St. Savio and St. Kizitbhe houses competed in different activities such as singing, dancing and

drama. They sungeveral folk songs and a set piece which aritleddvhat a friend we have in Jesus’
They danced several traditional danasswvelland did dramdFigure 3 all based on the theme. Both the
teachers anthe students had a lot of experientesell after it.this is evident when one of the teachers
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(Mr Kawooya Francis) attached to St Tsaeaid fiWhen it comes to house activiti¢slways work with

a team of aboutive other teachers but | will talk about my experien@éhatl wanted to bring out is that

| don't always work alone, | distributesponsibilitiesas| do the monitoring of all the activitieEirst of

all, what has helped me to do my work is the fact that | have a special connection with my students in my
house they love me as much as | do love th8mthis is a great aspect that helps us to work together
need them as much as they need me too, we are always in close contact with eathmettherthem
realise that our house is made for something better and higgecan't settle for a second or aother

place apart from the first positioi®o, | always tell them we need to always win and for us to do weat
need to put in our best as God also helpd atso give different students some responsibilities to monitor
their fellow students, for mealways put in my best because | know this is not a house for students, it's
our house it's for everyone so | always have to do my best since my students need to be@lorious
house has to bie a winning position always and thiswhat drives me to wk harder with my students

| have a special feeling of belonging to my house &l | haveto give it my bestSo, whenever it's my
house activitiesl have to be with mg t u d evary tsné they need mechese whenever they see, me
they feel they are not alon&hey have an adult who is doing his best so this motivates them to work
harder and hardep

From ths experiencewe see that Francfeels he belongs to his house which is a very importatiting.

This does not apply fdfrancis only but the students t&ie also see thaite hasto develop a relationship

with his studentsn order for them to work togethgbood enough, thieelationshipd o e s ndt onl y e n
but it alsopushesont 0 ¢l ass r ooms. There are some students
class but they are so free when it comes to such activities, this gives an opportunity for the teachers to get

to know these students wels the saying goes 'no man is anli a weldsée, that the teacher and students

had to cooperate between each otharder to bring in good results other words team worldnother

important thinghave | earnt from Francisbés experience 1is

read our goal.
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Figure 3: A photo showing the LGHS students acting a stage play

LGHS alsocarries out agricultural activitiesStudents in the agricultural club carry olgrtical gardening
(Figure 4. This year the students got involved growing of the crops along the fence to encourage
proper utilisation of the small space available. This involves actiitiesplanting crops mixing of
manure, transplanting, weeding all aimed at encouraging Vertical gardening. The students afgyhelped
Valentina Moltisanti (an agricultural adviseom AVSI) and Mr Mugwereg(a teacheiat LGHS not to

only pass exams but to also learn practical agricultlilié shat can help therin the futuregiven the

fact that the Ugandan government has made @tiie a key priorityThe students gne vegetables like
onions, carrots and spinachhe students during this activity are also taken to different agricultural
seminars were they have other activities [kaying basketball with other schedhrough the support of

the sky project.
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Figure 4: A photoshowing one of the sdnts practici vertical grdening at LGHS

Another activity that the students greatly anticipate for is the Christmas.cHn@sactivity is usually at

the end ofthe yeartowards the Christmas seasdihe students and the teachers involved usually take

many months to prepare for it. But these many months of practice usualbffdagcause the students

display angelic voiceshis is so evident iOne of the students Odong JonatibadedNAM -0224who

said, i t fCkristmascarols create an immense amount of joy mainly because the audience is given
chanceto sing with the choirAnd the best part is dancing at the end of the day with everyone on stage.

This short moment of joy makes rfugget about earthlyworries and problems. The parents of the

students singing usually have the best time watching their children sing with great joy and willingly. This

is a moment where all you see @emi | es on peoplebs faces when you

amazed by such beauty of music.

The Christmascarols bring a lot of joy and happiness to &Hhis is well expressed in one of the teachers
choir master, traineand teacher at LGH®/r. Wandera Josephvho shared with us his experienadien
he saidAiAnd t he Wor d wansarnatiandis thef Hastsssoh which Luigi Giussani High
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School was established. It is living on the fact that God is with us and that gives us the reagsoand liv

have hope for tomorrow. By incarnation, the history of humanity changed in that, God started dwelling

and dwells among us; it is with the same belief that | have the zeal and the reason to celebrate through

the Christmas carols. | try what | can thase this joy with my friends, the choir members, majority of
whom are students. The journey we take together i
al ways |l ook for the Afreeo ti me whisogwestartsaseallymost i
as July but using two hours per week during schoo
students really like what they do and are also happy with the progress they make in their music (singing)
career as time goes on. 18etimes, | feel overwhelmed by my duties as a teacher and at the same time
Deputy Head Teacher. Nonetheless, when | meet the students around the school compound who ask me
what new song we are going to learn and whether we are to meet (for the rehearsadg) | am
encouraged the more to the extent that | feel the load light and work shifts even faster, smoother and
more accurate than before. | train the students for my happinbssause | Love musicand | realised

that even the students sing theatarfor their own happiness, so | am encouraged. When the parents and

our other friends come to school for the Christmas carols, | realise they do it for their happiness; which
makes me believe even more in oneppiness. dobtkeb
came to us for His happiness (to save mankind), the happiness spreads to humanity for being redeemed
by Christ but also through the sweet songs of the carols. It is very interesting when the parents, teachers
and friends including althose from Italy and from within Uganda join the students on the stage, dancing

and singing to the happiness of the Christ born in us but yet to be born on Christmas day. It has been one

of the most fulfilling experience | have felt in my career as ah&xamore so of Luigi Giussani High

Schoolo
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Figure 5: A photo showing the students and their choir master during the Christmas carols at LGHS

At Luigi Giussani PrePrimary and primary schgoathey hold their MDD at the end of the yehlirtakes

almost one day, during which all the ten classes (NutsePyimary 7 classey perform at least 3 ites

each, and thesgan include dancing, singing and drama, both traditional and contemporary. The classes
take turn according to a specific schedule, so that there is time for a group of students to rest and prepare
the next item while another class is still on stayee parentsof all the students and the friends of the
school are invited for thigrandevent. At the end of the activities, there is a moment of dancing where

the parents, teachers, pupils and all other invited guestiacaeall together asne bigfamily at the end

which brings joy among all the people attending the party.
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Figure 6: A photo showing the LGPPS studegmésforming a traditional dancduring the MDD

In addition, the schoqILGPPS)also hasanother interesting activity thadkes placeevery Wednesday

after lunch The school usually has tiie he speci al We. tt i guited diffgrentafrors thenb | y 6
morning assembly that majority of schools have, in fact it is not a moment for official announcements or
comments by teachers about the behavior of stude
mornings. But rather t admooment of sharing for everyone in the schbifferent classes take turn and

in the lapse of 30 minutes, they present to the restedtudents different items. They can be a musical
performance (singingradancing) or a piece of drama. Sometimesthatend of the drama, the actors

engage the spectators in questions concerning the acted story and the meaning carried out, and a small
conversation about it takes place. Other times, the assembly can be the stage for individual talent: a
student can sinbis/her favorite song in front of the rest of the school.

The Wednesday assembly can also be the chance to present part of the work that a class did during the
lesson time: explanation of a topic or a particular project carried out during theTheaedter, the

school closes at 3pm. It closes early in order to allow the teachers to have their weekly staff meeting, an
important moment of reflection about the educational proposal the school is carrying out, challenges they
are facing and proposal of neweategies
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The Olympic dayis another favourite of the students, its full gfortsactivities just like the world

Olympic tournamentthis one is tailorethough for the young learners. The day starts with stretching for

all, thereaftertheracessetoff. Two of them are organised, orar the lower classes and the other for the

higher classes. The one for the lower classes is organized inside the school compound thberaeas

for the upper classewasa 3 km course within the surrounding slum (some few talented students had the
chance to run two laps of it). This marathon \@asamazing experience for students and for the whole
community which had the chance to see our students engaged in such activity in their own environment.

At the end of the races, the tournaments began on the eight playing fields set up in the corupognd, d

which the three Houses (White, Green and Red) clashed in different rotational races. The competitions
were designed according t o young metiunrhdneéhige ntFoage her o u
ones some simple games were played (sudragef-war or Sackace); the medium age students played

some more complex games like Prisoner ball and other challenging games involving tennis balls and
rackets. For the older ones, Soccer and Hand ball tournaments took place. -Atommidg the
tournanents were paused to enable children have breakfast, and resumed again up to lunch time. All the
teachers were involved as referees on the various playing fields, supported by some coaches who
systematically collaborate with the school, and by some parents. t he end of the tourn
lunch (rice and beans) was served and then there were the awards. For each class, a boy and a girl were

awarded with a medal plus an additional prize (suchsagts, sweets or toyspome Special Mentions
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for those students who showed a particular commitment, sense of team or resilience duringmhe day

also done. Irthe end, the final score was communicated: the winning House for 2019 was declared and
awarded with the cup. They will hold it up to the next@byc Day. Theday closed with a moment of
party with songs and dances.

Figure 8: A photo showing the LGPPS students during the slum marathon (Olympics)

In conclusion, in our quest to educate a child as a whole, we also desire for them to be happy. These
activities mentioned above have proved to be one
bring joy but they are an important component injourney with the students to help them discover
themselves out of class. The class room can become a bit monotonous for some students hence these

activities are really refreshing.



